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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MALONEY addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
LYNCH) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. LYNCH addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE 
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.)

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair re-
designates the time for further pro-
ceedings on House Resolution 412 and 
on House Resolution 56 as tomorrow. 

f 

HAITI 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it 
is a pleasure to address the House and 
the American people this evening. 

Last night, Mr. Speaker, we were on 
the floor talking about the recent 
events in Haiti that has also involved 
not only our military but our inter-
national community, not only as it re-
lates to humanitarian efforts but to 
the safety of the Haitian people. I just 
left the Committee on International 
Relations, the Subcommittee on the 
Western Hemisphere where we had wit-
nesses, the Assistant Secretary of the 
Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs 
from the U.S. State Department, Mr. 
Roger Noriega; and also the Honorable 
Arthur Dewey, Assistant Secretary of 
Population, Refugee and Migration of 
the United States State Department; 
also other representatives from the 
State Department. Mr. Speaker, it was 
quite disturbing hearing some of the 
testimony that was given to us there 
on that committee. I am thankful that 
the chairman, the gentleman from 

North Carolina, allowed other Members 
that were concerned about not only the 
plight of Haiti but also the U.S. in-
volvement in Haiti. I think the events 
that took place last Saturday evening 
and early Sunday morning has a lot to 
do with how we move forward from this 
point on. Many of us in this Congress 
feel very strongly about the U.S. in-
volvement in Haiti from this point on, 
on how safe will it be in Haiti? How 
safe will it be for the Haitian people? 
How many months will our U.S. Coast 
Guard be visually off the coast of 
Haiti? What kind of commitment will 
the United States make to Haiti? And 
also what kind of commitment will the 
international community put forth as 
it relates to Haiti? 

First of all, I would have to go back. 
We spoke last night about Mr. 
Philippe, who has announced himself as 
the leader of Haiti, the head of the 
rebel force, using Secretary Noriega’s 
description of him as a thug, that has 
now taken control of Haiti. He was in 
Port-au-Prince yesterday, he had a 
meeting, he talked about him being in 
charge of Haiti. He said he really looks 
up to the United States, that he re-
veres our President, and rightfully so, 
he should revere our President, because 
if it was not for a visit by officials from 
the State Department that will go 
unnamed at the home of President 
Aristide and giving him an ultimatum 
to either leave or be killed, that sim-
ple, that he had to make the decision 
right then and there. Reports say that 
he made that decision. That decision 
empowered Mr. Philippe, a known indi-
vidual not only to Haitians but also a 
known individual that has carried out 
terror in Haiti in the past, a 36-year-
old young man that is now on the 
streets of Haiti who has announced 
that he is going to arrest the prime 
minister of Haiti. I say that as a back-
drop of talking about troop safety. 

I think it is important to note in the 
early 1990s when U.S. troops went into 
Haiti to not only kick General Cedras 
out who took Haiti by a coup but to 
also provide a level of safety to try to 
build onto democracy, that not one sol-
dier lost his or her life. No one even 
choked on popcorn. It was that smooth 
of an operation. I commend Senator 
Nunn at that time, I commend Mr. 
Powell at that time, now Secretary 
Powell, and also the leadership of Wil-
liam Jefferson Clinton. 

But now we have a situation that is 
in question. Some people may say, why 
are you so concerned? Okay, President 
Aristide said he felt like he was kid-
napped. Some people say, well, he 
wasn’t kidnapped, that’s not true. 
Who’s right? Who’s wrong? That is not 
the issue. The issue is that for us to 
provide the kind of forward progress 
that we are going to need in Haiti to 
make sure that Haiti is able to move 
forth in a democratic way, for us to 
continue to have the international 
community willing to be a part of de-
mocracy-building in the Caribbean as 
it relates to other Caribbean islands 

surrounding Haiti, then we can no 
longer move forth with a Saturday 
night policy ultimatum. 

This should have not happened, la-
dies and gentlemen. Mr. Speaker, I 
must say that it brings into question 
the very safety of troops and also it 
brings into question good elections in 
the future. If Haitians that were pro-
Aristide and within the party that he 
was the head of know and feel that the 
United States played a strong role in 
his departure by force, and taken from 
Mr. Noriega’s quote, I might add, that 
he just gave in responding to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. RANGEL) in 
the committee just a couple of hours 
ago, the gentleman from New York 
asked him: Mr. Noriega, is it true that 
President Aristide was told that he 
needed to sign a resignation letter be-
fore he boarded the plane? 

Mr. Noriega responded: It was impor-
tant to make sure that we have a posi-
tive process to a political resolution.

The gentleman from New York asked 
him again: Is it true that he was asked 
to sign a resignation letter before he 
boarded the plane? That answer was: 
Yes. 

And then after that, to give Sec-
retary Noriega some credit, he said 
that to make sure that we can resolve 
a good political resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, if someone showed up to 
my house on a Saturday night and 
shared with me that either I needed to 
leave with them or I would be killed 
and my family, I would leave. If they 
were to ask me, listen, sign your mort-
gage or your deed over to your prop-
erty because we are not going to take 
you unless you do that, I would sign it. 

We met with the Secretary-General 
of the U.N., several Members of this 
Congress, on Monday. This brings into 
question, was this an exit of a leader 
who wanted to leave of his own free 
will and saying that, hey, come get me, 
I already have my resignation letter 
ready and I’m willing to sign it, I want 
to thank you, America, for helping me 
and helping my family leave this is-
land? Or was this a resignation under 
duress? We do not know if the 33rd 
coup d’etat took place on Saturday 
night or it was just a misunder-
standing. 

I must say, I am no fan, and I have 
said this time after time, Mr. Speaker, 
of President Aristide. I represent 
Miami. I represent south Florida. But 
what I am a fan of is democracy. When 
these knee-jerk policy decisions are 
made on a Saturday night, it puts forth 
a bad light on the United States of 
America as it relates to how we deal 
with democracies in South America or 
in the Americas. This is so very, very 
important. We are sending the signal 
to individuals that will arm them-
selves, known to be outlaws, have been 
a part of terror groups in the past of 
Haiti to arm themselves and take cit-
ies, if we like it or not. Some may 
argue, well, the 2000 elections as it re-
lates to Haiti was wrong and it was 
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